GOLDEN STATE ORTHOPEDICS & SPINE

PLATELET-RICH PLASMA INJECTION FOR ACUTE AND CHRONIC PLANTAR FASCIITIS:
A SUPERIOR ALTERNATIVE TO CORTISONE INJECTION

Introduction:

Plantar fasciitis is a common foot condition characterized by inflammation and micro-tears in the
plantar fascia, a thick band of tissue connecting the heel to the toes. It can cause severe heel pain
and limit daily activities. While cortisone injections have been a popular treatment option, platelet-
rich plasma (PRP) injection is emerging as a more effective and beneficial alternative. This paper
aims to discuss the advantages of PRP injection over cortisone injection for both acute and chronic
plantar fasciitis.

BODY:

1. Enhanced Healing Potential:

PRP therapy utilizes the patient’s own blood, which is centrifuged to isolate a concentrated solution
of platelets and growth factors. These platelets contain bioactive substances that stimulate
tissue regeneration and promote healing. Unlike cortisone, which primarily focuses on reducing
inflammation, PRP injection directly addresses the underlying tissue damage, leading to improved
healing and long-term pain relief.

2. Reduced Risk of Complications:

Cortisone injections, although effective in reducing inflammation, may have potential side effects,
such as thinning of the plantar fat pad, weakening of the plantar fascia, and tendon rupture. On the
other hand, PRP injections utilize the patient’s own blood components, significantly reducing the risk
of adverse reactions or complications. This makes PRP a safer alternative for patients, especially
those with repeated or chronic plantar fasciitis.

3. Targeted Approach:

PRP injections are administered directly into the affected area, ensuring precise targeting and
concentrated delivery of growth factors. In contrast, cortisone injections provide general anti-
inflammatory effects throughout the body, potentially affecting other tissues and reducing their
overall effectiveness in treating plantar fasciitis. PRP injections offer a more focused approach,
optimizing the healing response specifically within the injured fascia.

4. Long-lasting Relief:

Cortisone injections may provide temporary pain relief by reducing inflammation; however, they
do not address the underlying cause of plantar fasciitis. PRP injections, with their regenerative
properties, encourage the healing of damaged tissue and facilitate tissue remodeling. As a result,
PRP offers the potential for long-term pain relief and functional improvement, promoting a quicker
return to normal activities.

5. Reduced Risk of Recurrence:

Chronic plantar fasciitis often leads to recurrent episodes of pain and discomfort. Cortisone injections
mayy provide short-term relief, but they do not address the fundamental issue of tissue degeneration.
PRP injections, by stimulating tissue regeneration and promoting the growth of healthy collagen
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fibers, can help prevent future recurrences by strengthening the plantar fascia and improving its
overall health.

Conclusion:

Platelet-rich plasma injection offers several advantages over cortisone injection for the treatment
of acute and chronic plantar fasciitis. By harnessing the body’'s natural healing mechanisms, PRP
injections provide targeted healing, reduced risk of complications, long-lasting relief, and a reduced
likelihood of recurrence. As research in PRP therapy continues to advance, it holds great promise as
a superior treatment option for plantar fasciitis, offering patients an effective and safe solution to
manage their symptoms and regain their quality of life.
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